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INTRODUCTION

This bibliography cites a variety of materials that together provide a comprehensive history of
the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and its predecessor agencies.
The bibliography was initially compiled in 1986 in celebration of the 25th anniversary of the
Agency and has been continuously updated since that time.

This bibliography includes studies covering the period between the end of World War Il and
the present. In the interest of brevity, only items that address the Agency as a whole have been
included. Except in rare cases, studies relating to specific sectors or geographic areas have
been omitted.

All materials cited in this historical bibliography are available from the USAID Development
Experience Clearinghouse. Copies of the cited documents may be purchased or downloaded
from the Development Experience Clearinghouse. When reviewing or purchasing documents,
please refer to the document identification number that concludes each entry in boldface print
(e.g., PN-ABT-843).

I would like to acknowledge the efforts of Mary R. Nelson, a former Librarian at the USAID
Development Information Center, who spent many years identifying and compiling the vast
majority of the documents cited in this bibliography and John E. Butsch who continuously
updated the bibliography until his departure in 1997. Michael Cooper and Romila Sudhir
compiled the current version with input from the USAID Development Information Services
staff.

Rebecca Schneider

Deputy Library Manager

USAID Library

Development Information Services Project
PPC/DEI/DI

July 2005
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